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Little has changed in the technique or goals of history taking since Dr. Zachary Cope first 
published his classic paper on the diagnosis of acute abdominal pain in 1921.[6] An 
exception is the application of computers to the so-called art of history taking, which has 
been extensively studied in Europe.[7–11] Data were collected by physicians on detailed 
standardized forms during history and physical examination and entered into computers 
programmed with a medical database of diseases and their associated signs and 
symptoms. The computer-generated diagnosis based on mathematical probabilities was as 
much as 20% more accurate than the diagnosis determined by physicians left to their own 
methods. Statistically significant improvement was identified in timely laparotomy, 
shortened hospital stays, and reduced need for surgery and hospitalization.[7] It is 
interesting and important to note, however, that statistically significant improvement in 
accuracy and efficiency has been realized without computer assistance when similar 
standardized forms are used for data collection. This has also been observed in the 
settings of trauma and critical care. 
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